
 
 
 
 
YOUNGBLOOD 
 
No, Rena...people believe what they want to believe...what they set up in their mind to believe. I 
know what it looked like when I was gone all the time and not bringing home any money. But 
you could have noticed that I was tired...you could have said, “Darnell ain’t talking too much 
‘cause he’s tired.” You could have noticed that I didn’t act like somebody running the 
streets...that I didn’t come home smelling like alcohol and perfume...that I didn’t dress like 
somebody running the streets. If you had thought it all the way through, you could have noticed 
how excited I was when I got the UPS job...how I asked you if I could take it...you would have 
noticed how I was planning things...that I wasn’t sitting around drinking beer and playing 
cards...how I would get up early on Sunday and go out to the airport to try to make a few extra 
dollars before the jitney station opened. But you ain’t seen all that. You ain’t seen the new 
Darnell. You still working off your memory. But the past is over and done with. I’m thinking about 
the future. You not the only one who thinks about Jesse. That’s why I’m trying to do something 
different. That’s why I’m trying to buy a house. Maybe I should have told you about the house. 
Maybe I did do it wrong. But I done it. I tried to show you I loved you but what I get for it? 
But I know when you place your hand in mine you got to say, "Darnell’s not gonna let me 
down...he loves me." I don't want to make no more mistakes in life. I don't want to do nothing to 
mess this up. I don't want to get old and be talking about I had me this little old gal one time...but 
I ain’t seen her in twenty-two years. 
I want you baby...I told you that. You already my pride. I want you to be my joy. Cause there 
ain’t but one thing I done wrong...stay away from you one night too long. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


