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Hello to my fellow Venice Area Chamber of Commerce (VACC) members and friends! My name is Justin Taylor and for
the last few years I have served alongside Victoria Stultz as co-chairs for the VACC Public Policy Committee. As you
may have read in the newspaper or heard about from a friend, yesterday started Florida’s annual 60-day legislative session.
You might remember that last year during the 2021 Florida Legislative Session, the VACC sent weekly email updates
titled the “Weekly Tallahassee Update” which featured an article written by yours truly. After months of solicitation from
friends and family, we still can’t think of a better name so for 2022 we are going to stick with the Weekly Tallahassee
Update. I apologize to anyone who finds that boring but feel free to send in any ideas you might have. 

Since this year is an even numbered year, the 60-day Florida Legislative Session (session) begins on the second Tuesday
after the first Monday in January. In odd numbered years, session begins on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in
March. Keep in mind, Florida House of Representatives Members are up for election every two years, and Florida
Senators are up for election almost every four years. The Florida Legislature restricts any members running for reelection
from fundraising while the 60-day session is underway. This restriction, along with elections only happening in even
number years, is why the session dates are two months earlier compared to odd numbered years. Every member in
Florida’s House of Representatives is up for reelection this year since they only have two year terms, with the primary
election this August and the general election this November. Keep in mind, Florida’s Cabinet, consisting of the Governor,
Attorney General, Commissioner of Agriculture and Consumer Services, and the Chief Financial Officer, are also all up
for reelection this year. It’s going to be a busy year in Florida for political campaigns. 

The purpose of this year’s Weekly Tallahassee Update is the same as last year’s which was - share details about Florida’s
legislative process, inform the VACC community of business relevant legislation that may appear during the 2022 session,
and provide updates on legislation that members of our local legislative delegation are sponsoring and/or supporting in
Tallahassee. These weekly updates will be non-opinionated and non-political. I promised that I would do the same during
last year’s legislative updates, and no one ever told me that the updates I provided were opinionated or politicized. If you
ever feel differently, please feel free to communicate that with the VACC and feel free to join our public policy
committee. It is important for everyone to know that by the time I draft the weekly legislative update and by the time you
read it, there might have been changes to bills that I could not have included because it did not exist when I drafted the
update. Winds change quite drastically sometimes in Tallahassee, and it can be difficult to keep up until the dust settles. 

There are many broad legislative priorities the Florida Legislature has going into the 2022 session, coming from both sides
of the political aisle. Instead of speculating on what you might have already read in the news, I will be ending this week’s
opening update with this: If there are any industry specific topics or pieces of legislation you would like me to include on
my priority list, please communicate that to the email listed below. For everyone’s sake, I need to focus on keeping the
updates brief on individual bills because I want to be able to share as much information as I can. If you are interested in
learning more than what I include in the weekly update regarding specific bills, I would recommend viewing
www.flsenate.gov and www.myfloridahouse.gov. Both websites provide live updates of the happenings in committees and
on the floor of their chambers. Both websites also offer bill tracking which you can register for and receive email updates
on legislation that you would like to track. 

If you have made it this far reading this week’s first update, thank you, and I look forward to providing everyone with
another update in next week’s email blast.

http://www.flsenate.gov/
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/

