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Wow, I cannot believe it's already the fourth week of Florida’s 2022 Legislative Session. There are plenty of ways one
could describe Florida’s Legislative Session, but for now let’s compare it to a rollercoaster. Just like that crazy scary
adrenaline inducing rollercoaster we have all been on or seen, Florida’s Legislative Session is just that. Though it has
only climbed up about half the distance it needs to climb, you will know when it reaches the peak and drops because of
the whirlwind that is the final few days of a typical Florida Legislative Session. 

The first email blast I sent a few weeks ago was just an overview of what to expect for this year’s session, in addition to
another introduction from myself and what the purpose of these weekly updates will mean for the members of the
Venice Area Chamber of Commerce. The second and third email blasts I sent were brief summaries of the current
legislation proposed that the Florida Chamber views as favorable, and is publicly supporting. This week I am going to
provide further detail to a few specific pieces of legislation that have had favorable movement in their respective
chambers. 

This week, the Florida Senate passed two pieces of legislation on the chamber floor - CS/CS/SB 280: Local Ordinances
sponsored by Senator Hutson, and CS/SB 620: Local Business Protection Act also sponsored by Senator Hutson. SB
280 is summarized on the Florida Senate website as:

"Pertains to the passage and challenging of local ordinances. It adds to the process for local governments passing
ordinances and gives certain additional rights to those challenging local ordinances. The bill requires counties and cities
to produce a business impact estimate prior to the passing of an ordinance, with exceptions. The estimate must be
published on the local government’s website and include certain information, such as the proposed ordinance’s purpose,
estimated economic impact on businesses, and compliance costs. It also imposes certain conditions on lawsuits brought
by any party to challenge the legal validity of local ordinances as preempted by state law, whether arbitrary or
unreasonable.”

SB 620 was summarized on the Florida Senate website as:

“This bill will create a cause of action for an established business to recover loss of business damages from a county or
municipality whose regulatory action has caused a significant impact on the business. Currently, landowners have a
cause of action under the Bert J. Harris Act to compensate them for the lost value of their land caused by certain local
government actions; landowners have a cause of action for onerous local regulation in the form of exactions; and
business landowners have a cause of action under eminent domain law for business damages related to a taking of real
property. Similarly, this bill creates a cause of action for a business to sue a local government when the enactment or
amendment of an ordinance or charter provision causes at least a 15 percent loss of profits to the business. The business
must have been in business at least three years to qualify.”

The counterpart bills for these Florida Senate Bills each have two remaining committee hearings which they must
successfully pass before moving to the floor of the Florida House of Representatives for the full legislative body to hear,
discuss, and vote on. 
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The Florida Senate and the Florida House of Representatives both approved HB 489 Tourism Marketing and SB 434
Florida Tourism Marketing out of their final committees and to the floor of their legislative chambers. Both of these
bills deal with the “Florida Tourism Industry Marketing Corporation”… better known as VISIT FLORIDA. This
organization, if you have not previously heard of it, is a state-funded non-profit corporation that serves as Florida’s
destination marketing organization, in conjunction with the Division of Tourism Marketing within Enterprise Florida,
Inc. The current statutory authorization for VISIT FLORIDA will repeal on October 1, 2023, unless reviews and
extended by the Florida Legislature. The Florida House of Representatives has proposed to extend the repeal date to
October 1, 2028, and the Florida Senate has proposed to extend the repeal date to October 1, 2031. 

The five-year average of appropriations to VISIT FLORIDA is $65.4 million. If these bills do not pass the entity’s
assets would be dissolved and revert to the state after covering all legal liabilities and obligations. VISIT FLORIDA is
required by state law to "develop a four-year marketing plan for the state that addresses issues such as continuation of
tourism growth in Florida, expansion to new or underrepresented markets, coordination with local and private sector
partners on tourism advertising, and addressing emergency responses to disasters from a marketing standpoint.” 

The Florida House of Representatives has passed HB 7021: COVID-19 related claims against health care providers -
through the committee process and has been added to the calendar of the Florida House of Representatives to be heard
on the floor. The purpose of this bill is to “extend the heightened civil liability protections for health care providers
established in Florida Statute 768.381 to COVID-19 related claims that accrue before June 1, 2023. The current liability
protections as established during Florida’s last legislative session are set to expire on March 29, 2022. The original bill
SB72 that I discussed in great detail during last year’s legislative updates had an expiration date of one year after the
date the bill became law, which was March 29, 2021. 

The Florida Chamber of Commerce is currently in support of the bills that I have provided summaries of in this week’s
legislative update. Being that we have not even climbed half way to the top of the metaphorical roller coaster climb that
is this year’s legislative session, there is plenty of information to come in the following weeks regarding Florida’s
businesses and potential legislative impacts from the Florida Legislature. Thank you for reading this week’s update and
I look forward to providing another update next week. 

Justin Taylor
Public Policy Co-Chair
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