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There are two important dates on the immediate horizon regarding the 2022 Florida Legislative Session. The 50th day
rule in the Senate takes effect on March 1, which is the last day for any regularly scheduled committee meetings. The
only committee that can host a regular committee meeting without the approval of the Senate President at that point is
the Rules Committee. The second important date to keep in mind, which is arguably more important than the first
mentioned date, is March 11, 2022. March 11 is the 60th day of the regular legislative session, which is scheduled to be
the last day. It is not always guaranteed to be the last day depending on when the budget starts the 72 hour "cooling off"
period before a vote can be held. 

HB WMC1 sponsored by the House Ways and Means Committee is the initial tax package proposed for the 2022
legislative session. This tax package has language that includes a two-week back to school sales tax holiday, two-week
disaster preparedness sales tax holiday, a one-week “freedom” sales tax holiday, and a one-week sales tax holiday
aimed at tools and equipment for skilled trade workers. Other language in the bill relating to tax exempt items includes a
year-long sales tax exemption on diapers and infant/toddler clothing, and a summer-long sales tax exemption on
children’s books. It is noted that the proposal does not include the Governor’s budget proposal to offer a $1 billion gas
tax reduction. 

Representative Plasencia’s bill HB 1193, Student “Progress Monitoring” has passed through its second committee stop
with only one committee stop remaining before a vote will be taken by the full Florida House of Representatives. The
Senate’s companion bill, SB 1048 sponsored by Senator Diaz has passed through all three of its committee stops and is
on track to be heard before the full Senate. The proposed language in these bills aims to eliminate the end of year “high-
stakes” Florida Statewide Assessment with a “state standards-aligned progress monitoring system.” The Florida
Chamber is currently supporting both of these bills. 

Two bills related to property insurance that are backed by the Florida Chamber passed successfully through their second
committee stops and on their third and final committee hearing. SB 1728 specifically aims to “crack down on roofing
scams” by requiring disclosure during solicitation on what constituted insurance fraud and allows insurers to offer
policies that pay actual cash value on roofs older than 10 years old. The house companion of these property insurance
related bills does not currently include language addressing the roofing scams. 

HB 403, sponsored by Representative Mike Giallombardo, related to local ordinances, has passed through the Civil
Justice and Property Rights Subcommittee by a 12-6 vote. This bill would require local governments to create a
business impact statement when creating new local ordinances in addition to allowing individuals to recoup attorney
fees if an ordinance is successfully challenged. SB 280 has already passed through the vote of the full Florida Senate,
while the House companion has one remaining committee stop before making it to the floor of the full chamber.
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HB 5201, Higher Education, sponsored by Representative Plasencia, passed 88 to 28 through the full Florida House of
Representatives. This bill contains various language to lower costs, provide tuition assistance, additional fee waivers,
and grant funding for students in the nursing field. The House has proposed $136.2 million for costs associated with the
implementation of this bill in the annual budget. 

SB 2508, Environmental Resources, sponsored by the Appropriations Committee, has passed 37 to 2 through the full
Florida Senate. The purpose of this bill is to expand the Rural and Family Lands Protection Program, and requires the
South Florida Water Management District (district) to certify before the release of state funds that its recommendations
to the United States Army Corps of Engineers (corps) do not diminish the quantity of water available to existing legal
users. The bills goes further to require the district to take into consideration in its recommendations to the corps
returning the levels of certainty for existing legal users to a 1-in-10-year level of certainty in addition to the reduction of
high-volume discharges in estuaries. 

HB 685, Rural Development, sponsored by Representative Drake has passed through all three applicable committees,
and is currently on its second reading before the full Florida House of Representatives. 

Thank you for another weekly opportunity to provide updates on what is happening during this year’s Florida
Legislative Session, I look forward to providing more weekly updates as session starts to wind down. 

Justin Taylor
Public Policy Co-Chair
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