
Within the first few official days of the 2021 Florida Legislative Session, multiple COVID-19 related bills passed the Florida House of
Representatives. CS/HB 7 - Civil Liability for Damages relating to COVID-19 passed on Friday March 5, 2021 with 83 YEAS and 31
NAYS, which was Co-Sponsored by Representative James Buchanan (Venice/North Port). Unanimously, CS/HB 9 - Protecting
Consumers Against Pandemic-related Fraud passed the Florida House of Representatives with 113 YEAS and 0 NAYS. The Florida
Senate version of CS/HB 7, Senate Bill 72 - Civil Liabilities for Damages Relating to COVID-19 has already passed the hurdles of the
Judiciary, and the Commerce and Tourism Committees, and is now scheduled to be heard in the Rules Committee on March 11, 2021
at 8:15AM. Senate Bill 1608 - Protecting Consumers Against Pandemic-related Fraud was filed on February 24, 2021, and must pass
favorably through the Criminal Justice, Judiciary, and Rules Committees to make it to the floor of the Florida Senate. 

Bills in the Florida House and Florida Senate are numbered in order as they are received. For quick reference it is important to know
that bills in the Florida House are odd numbers, and bills in the Florida Senate are even numbers. They are usually prefixed with “H”
or “HB” for “House” or “House Bill”, and respectively “S” or “SB” for “Senate” or “Senate Bill”. As you may know, identical
versions of legislation must pass each respective legislative body, the Florida House of Representatives and the Florida Senate, before
being sent to the Governor of Florida for approval or veto. Another interesting point to know that “CS” means “Committee
Substitute". It can sound redundant when bills are presented because they are introduced as “committee substitute for a committee
substitute for a committee substitute” before saying the bill number and bill title. This is denoted because bills can have no changes,
minor changes, or even major changes before being favorably passed through a committee. If you are ever listening or watching a
legislative committee meeting or session, you will now know what “committee substitute” means. 

The summary analysis provided by the Judiciary Committee stated “CS/HB 7 provides several COVID-19 related liability related
protections for businesses, educational institutions, government entities, religious organizations, and other entities. Under the bill, a
covered entity that makes a good faith effort to substantially comply with applicable COVID-19 guidance is immune from civil
liability from COVID-19 related civil action. The bill also provides that for any COVID-19 related civil action against a covered
entity, a plaintiff must: plead his or her complaint with particularity; submit at the time of filing suit, a physicians affidavit confirming
the physician’s belief that the plaintiff’s COVID-19 related injury occurred because of the defendant’s conduct; and prove, by clear
and convincing evidence, that the defendant was at least grossly negligent.” The summary analysis goes on to say “the liability
protections do not apply to health care providers such as hospitals, nursing homes, assisted living facilities, or other health care-related
claims.” The bill also provides a one-year statute of limitations for COVID-19 related claims. 

For those Venice Area Chamber of Commerce members that sell wine, or you are a consumer who enjoys wine, this next section is for
you! HB 6073 - Individual Wine Containers passed the Regulatory Reform Subcommittee on March 8, 2021 with 16 YEAS and 1
NAY. The bill has been referred to the Commerce Committee which has not yet been scheduled for a hearing. Currently in Florida,
the Beverage Law prohibits sale of wine in individual containers that are larger than one gallon. If this bill becomes a law, it will
repeal the law relating to limitations on the size of individual wine containers. 

Each week for the remainder of the 2021 Florida Legislative Session I will be including a post similar to this one that will be linked to
the VACC weekly email blast and archived on their website. The purpose of these posts are to cover topics that are appearing during
this year’s legislative session that might impact members of the VACC. If there is an issue you are concerned about or legislation in
the 2021 session you would like me to include in these weekly posts, please email the VACC with your recommendations which will
be shared directly with me. Thank you for reading this week’s post!

Justin Taylor
Public Policy Co-Chair
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