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The Florida Legislature voted on the 2022 - 2023 State of Florida budget this past Monday, and adjourned the annual
legislative session shortly after. The new budget is proposed to be $11 billion more than the current budget. In broad
terms, the new budget includes a 5.4% across-the-board pay increase for employees of the State of Florida, includes a
$1.7 billion increase to statewide K-12 funding, funds multiple environmental programs, and multiple tax cuts
including a one-month tax cut on gas that will save motorists an estimated $200 million. This budget was passed
unanimously in the Florida Senate and almost unanimously in the Florida House with 105 yeas and 3 nays. The final
step before the budget is locked for the next year is Governor DeSantis’s desk. The Governor retains the right to a line
item veto, which he exercised last year by cutting $1.5 billion and leaving a $101 billion 2021 - 2022 budget. In total,
there were 1,956 bills submitted this legislative session which only 285 passed through both the Florida Senate and
Florida House of Representatives. 

Throughout this year’s legislative session I have only discussed legislation that the Florida Chamber had identified as
being related to the business community. Staying on this path has helped me steer clear of bills that don’t relate to the
mission of the Venice Area Chamber of Commerce. There have been plenty of bills debated and even passed during
this year’s legislative session that I haven’t mentioned in these weekly emails. Some of these bills are important to our
state and us as residents, but I never mentioned them because they do not support the purpose I have of providing the
Venice Area Chamber of Commerce membership with updates on what is happening in Tallahassee this year that might
impact their business. Here are some of the end of session highlights as it relates to Florida Chamber championed
legislative priorities that successfully have passed through both legislative chambers and await Governor DeSantis’s
signature or veto:

Healthcare COVID-19 Liability Protections - The commonsense COVID-19 liability protections that were passed
during last year’s legislative session were set to expire later this year. These protections aim to protect our healthcare
heroes and related activities from frivolous litigation through June of 2023. 

Significant Long-Term Infrastructure Funding - The State of Florida Legislature has provided over $10 billion in
the state budget for the Florida Department of Transportation’s five-year workplace, in addition to approximately $362
million for attainable workforce housing, and record breaking funds for water quality and environmental restoration
efforts. 

Florida Tourism Marketing - The Florida Legislature reauthorized the State’s marketing agency, VISIT Florida,
through October 1, 2028. This will allow the agency to set longer term plans while retaining the ability to attract top
talent to the State. 

Net Metering Reform - The Florida 2022 legislative session passed legislation that will modernize Florida’s net
metering policy. The purpose of this reform is to ensure all energy customers pay their fair share of maintenance of
Florida’s electrical grid. 
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Local Business Protection Act - This bill aims to protect local businesses from overstepping and burdensome
regulations created by local governments. This will create a framework for local businesses to recoup damages if a
regulation created by a local government results in a significant loss of business profitability. 

Student Assessments Overhaul - The end of year high-stakes Florida Statewide Assessment was replaced with a
computer-based state standards-aligned testing system that will aim to monitor progress, better support of student
growth, and improve accountability to teachers and parents throughout the school year. 

If you have read any of this year’s Weekly Tallahassee Updates, thank you for reading! It has been fun each week
putting together these updates and if you have any feedback or would like to recommend a better name other than
“Weekly Tallahassee Update” for next year, please go ahead and do so! 

Until next year - 

Justin Taylor
Public Policy Co-Chair
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