
This will be the last legislative update for the month of March which means that the 2021 legislative
session is almost halfway over! If you remember from my first weekly update, the Florida Legislature
meets consecutively every year for sixty days, starting the first Tuesday after the first Monday in March of
odd-numbered years, and on the second Tuesday after the first Monday in January of even-numbered
years. If you have been watching or reading the news this week, you probably saw that Governor Ron
DeSantis signed CS/SB 72 and CS/HB 7: Civil Liability for Damages Relating to COVID-19 into law. As
previously mentioned in past weekly legislative updates, COVID-19 related liability protections were a
legislative priority of the Speaker of the Florida House of Representatives and the President of the Florida
Senate. If you are interested in learning more about the specifics of the legislation, please use the links
below. 

The remainder of this legislative update will provide information pertaining to SB 76 and HB 305 which
both relate to property insurance. Requests for these pieces of legislation to be mentioned in these weekly
legislative updates have been sent in by multiple members of the Venice Area Chamber of Commerce. I
would like to thank everyone who has taken the time to send in their requests and comments about the
legislative updates I have been preparing weekly since the beginning of this month. If you own a home or
have shopped for home insurance in Florida over the last few years, you should ask yourself the following
question: have you seen your insurance rates increase over the last few years? 

Before diving into the details of this legislation, I will do my best to explain what sparked these legislative
efforts in the Florida Legislature by providing data on the current Florida residential property insurance
market. According to the Florida Office of Insurance Regulation (OIR), "Florida domestic property
insurers are likely to double their losses from 2019 to 2020. The resulting combined ratios are near or
above 100 percent for the third year since 2017 and net underwriting losses have continued for the fifth
year since 2015." In a testimony to the Florida Senate Committee on Banking and Insurance on January
12, 2021, the State Insurance Commissioner claimed there are a few specific reasons why rate increases
are impacting homeowners in Florida which are insurance claims with litigation, claims solicitation, and
adverse loss reserve development. Another statistic that stood out to me provided by the OIR was that non-
weather water claims with litigation are nearly double the number of similar claims without litigation. 

CS/CS/CS/SB 76 - Property Insurance, is sponsored by Senator Jim Boyd who represents Florida Senate
District 21 which encompasses parts of Manatee and Hillsborough Counties. The bill has successfully
passed through the Banking and Insurance Committee (YEAS 9 NAYS 3), the Judiciary Committee
(YEAS 7 NAYS 3), and the Rules Committee (YEAS 12 NAYS 5).
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The bill has been placed on the special order calendar to have its second reading on the floor of the Florida
Senate on April 1, 2021. The Florida House of Representatives bill companion, CS/HB 305 - Insurance, is
sponsored by Representative Rommel and has successfully passed through the Insurance and Banking
Subcommittee and has been referred to the Civil Justice & Property Rights Subcommittee.

If you have not already checked out the Florida Senate and Florida House of Representatives websites, I
highly recommend it. Bills can be searched a number of different convenient ways such as by bill number
and searching for key words. According to the Florida Senate bill analysis, in broad terms this legislation
aims to revise the statutes that govern property insurance policies including attorney fees, roof coverage
provisions, notice periods for bringing claims, alternative dispute resolutions, lawsuits involving property
insurance policies, consolidation of legal actions, and assignment agreements. There is a great explanation
for all that this bill is proposing to do attached to the bill summary analysis found on the Florida Senate
website. I would take the time here to explain everything, but it would be easier for anyone interested to
read the links below for full analysis and explanations. 

Venice Area Chamber of Commerce Board of Director's Member David Joyner is the agent/owner at
Joyner Family Insurance, and he has offered to answer any questions or provide additional information to
anyone wanting to learn more about these insurance related bills. If you are interested in contacting him,
please respond to this email requesting his contact information. It is always my intent to remain neutral on
my opinions towards legislation while providing these weekly legislative updates, and I aim to provide
facts without my feelings intertwined. I will provide updates on the status of these bills in future weekly
updates. If you have any requests for bills to be mentioned, please let me know. Have a great week and
thanks for reading.

Justin Taylor
Public Policy Co-Chair
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Sources:
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2021/76/?Tab=RelatedBills

https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=70425&SessionId=90

https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2021/76/?Tab=RelatedBills
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=70425&SessionId=90

