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This Friday, March 11, is the proposed final date of the 2022 Florida Legislative Session. As I have previously mentioned
in these weekly updates, according to the Florida Constitution, the Florida Legislature must pass an annual budget each
year. The Florida Senate and Florida House of Representatives must agree on the budget that will be presented to the
Governor of Florida. Governor DeSantis has the right to a line item veto, where he can strike line items in the budget that
he does not agree with or support.

The Florida Constitution requires a mandatory 72 hour “cooling off” period where the agreed on budget must be publicly
published for a 72 hour period before a vote can be held. This allows for a period of time where members of the Florida
Legislature and of the public can have the opportunity to read through the budget before a vote is held. Once the final vote
is held on the budget, the legislative session can officially adjourn. Once the legislative session adjourns, there are no
other bills that will be able to be passed by the Senate or the House, which means any legislation still on the table is
essentially dead. As of the time I am writing this weekly update there is still no official word of whether a budget has been
agreed to by both chambers. Of the past four years, 2021 was the first year that the legislature adjourned on time because
2018, 2019, and 2020 all were extended due to ongoing budget negotiations. We will see this year whether there will be a
pattern of adjourning on time, or whether the legislature will revert back to needing more time to agree on a finalized
budget. 

The final week of the Florida Legislative Session is usually unpredictable, and it is truly impossibly to try and predict
what the outcome is going to be regarding the budget and the fate of large legislative pieces. For next week’s legislative
update, I will provide a recap of the outcome of the bills I have mentioned over the past two months. This week’s update
will simply be an update of what has happened in the past week since the last weekly update I provided. 

The legislation to extend the Florida Tourism Marketing Agency, better known as VISIT Florida, has passed successfully
through the Florida Senate and the Florida House of Representatives. An amendment was passed on the House version of
the Senate’s bill to extend VISIT Florida through 2028 and not through 2031 like the Senate bill had proposed. The bill
will return to the Florida Senate where it is expected the date change will be accepted. If this legislation is not passed and
signed by Governor DeSantis, VISIT Florida is set to expire on October 1, 2023. 

SB 1728, sponsored by Senator Jim Body, known as the property insurance relief package passed on the Florida Senate
floor last Thursday with bipartisan support. It is said that this bill will allow the private market to take a policy from
Citizens Property Insurance if at renewal the premium is within 20 percent of the amount charged by Citizens. The bill
will also address significant cost drivers in the property insurance market-roofing fraud. In recent years, some people have
treated homeowners’ insurance policies as a warranty policy for roof replacement. SB 1728 will allow insurers to write
insurance policies that contain up to a two percent deductible if there is a full roof replacement that doesn’t result from a
hurricane or a fire. As of this time the Florida House has been more resistant to addressing roofing fraud and has a weaker
version of the Citizens Property Insurance reform package that may be voted on before the end of the 2022 session. 

HB 741 sponsored by Representative McClure related to net metering has successfully passed through the Florida House
of Representatives. SB 1024 sponsored by Senator Bradley will be heard on the floor of the Florida Senate in the coming
days. These bills aim to modernize Florida’s net metering policy by investing in advanced technologies while preventing
the ratepayers from paying for the full cost of the electrical services, upgrades, and maintenance of the grid. 
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SB 1048 related to student assessments sponsored by Senator Diaz has unanimously passed off the Senate floor 38-0,
and is now in House Messages to be considered with its House companion, HB 1193 by Representative Plascencia.
These bills aim to eliminate the end of year high-stakes Florida Statewide Assessment with a state standards-aligned
computer-based progress monitoring system. The bill creates a framework for students to be evaluated three times a
year while guaranteeing that testing time will not increase on an annual basis. A key point of this bill is that parents and
teachers must receive the results of the evaluations in a timely manner so that they can help set a course for student
progression throughout the school year. 

To learn more about the current state of the budget process and any outstanding legislation that might be heard in the
final days of the 2022 session, please check www.flsenate.gov and www.myfloridahouse.gov for more information.
Thank you all for the opportunity to provide these weekly updates and I look forward to providing a final 2022 weekly
update on next week’s email blast. 
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