
Town of Cambria 2026 Spring Newsletter 
4160 Upper Mountain Road, Sanborn, NY 14132 

www.townofcambria.gov ~ 716-433-7664 

TOWN BOARD  
Matthew P. Foe ~ Supervisor  

(716-433-7664 x119)      
Louise Brachmann ~ Councilwoman  

(716-731-5785)   
Jeffrey S. Hurtgam ~  Councilman  

(716-791-4146) 
Benjamin D. Musall ~  Councilman  

(716-277-5390) 
Randy M. Roberts ~ Councilman  

(716-433-0183) 

DEPARTMENT HEADS 

Debra A. Littere  ~ Assessor & Tax Collector 
(x122 and x118) 

Matthew Cooper ~ Building Inspector 
(x133) 

Steven M. Kroening  ~ Highway Superintendent 
(x124) 

Tamara J. Cooper ~ Town Clerk 
(x127) 

Cambria Town Court 

Court is held the 1st, 2nd & 3rd Tuesday monthly 
Justice Amel S. Jowdy, Jr   

(716 - 433-3088) clerk  x139         
Justice Amel S. Jowdy, III    

(716 - 433-3088) clerk  x144 

Monthly Meeting Schedule 
Town Board   

Work mtg. the Monday before at 6:30PM 
2nd Thursday of each month at 7PM 

Planning Board  
 3rd Monday of each month at 7PM 

Zoning Board of Appeals  
 4th Monday of each month at 7PM 

Please note some dates may change due to  
holidays. See the website for agendas & updates 

to meeting times and dates. 

FROM THE DESK OF TOWN SUPERVISOR 
MATTHEW FOE:  
Hopefully, the worst of the winter weather is 
behind us.  Our Town forces have done a fan-
tastic job keeping our roads safe during very 
difficult conditions.  For the most part, the 
Town Park and walking trails have been kept 
open and enjoyed by our citizens. Great effort 
by all! As many of you know, prices are rising 
at an alarming rate.  Electricity, asphalt, vehi-
cle and equipment repairs and road salt, to 
mention a few items we must deal with.  We 
have successfully implemented plans and 
hired staff to reduce and help us to control 
costs.  We are here to serve the townspeople 
in a pleasant and cordial manner.  Our depart-
ments are staffed with skilled and committed 
employees who work to provide the services 
that are necessary in our day-to-day lives.  
Personally, I appreciate the patience and un-
derstanding that the citizens of our communi-
ty have shown me. We have made significant 
changes and listen very carefully to the peo-
ple who have expressed ideas and concerns.  
I only hope that I am moving forward to meet 
the expectations of the community. Last, but 
certainly not least, we are currently negotiat-
ing the host community and tax agreements 
with Cypress Creek, Niagara County and The 
Niagara County IDA.  It is critical that we se-
cure the funding that is appropriate for the 
disruption this project has caused the town 
and its citizens. In closing, we are a great 
community with outstanding residents.  I’m 
confident that with the help of the community, 
we will be able to persevere with whatever 
challenges that we face. 



DEBRA  A. LITTERE, ASSESSOR : The Assessment Equity Project for 2026 is nearing completion. The pro-
ject’s goal is to continue to provide fair and equitable property assessments ensuring that each property owner 
is apportioned their fair share of the property tax levy.  At the end of March, the Assessment Disclosure Notices 
will be mailed to all property owners in the Town. We are confident that our office, along with GAR Associates 
LLC, have ensured that the new assessments meet New York State’s requirement to arrive at 100% equity. 

DID YOU KNOW… if you reside in Cambria, are 65 years of age or older, and your total household income is less 
than $33,700 (2025 Income tax return needed), you may be eligible for an additional exemption on county, town, 
or school taxes.  Please contact our office for more information. 

As the March 1st deadline for all exemptions has passed, we thank everyone for getting their paperwork to us in a 
timely manner.   Anyone turning 65 years of age, this year or next, may qualify for Enhanced STAR benefits. There 
is no need to provide proof, unless the STATE requests it.   

High School Seniors interested in applying for a scholarship from the Niagara County Assessor’s Association 
should inquire at their high school guidance office.  Deadline is April 1st! 

DEBRA  A. LITTERE, TAX COLLECTOR :  The last day to pay taxes is Tuesday, 
March 31st, 2026.  From 8:00am–12:00pm and 1:00pm – 3:30pm.  If you can’t make it on 
that day, please drop your payment at the post office, it must be postmarked (HAND 
STAMPED) March 31st, 2026.   There is also a drop box outside the front doors to the Town 
Hall that is checked daily and will be checked at 3:30pm March 31st, 2026! 

Please consider adding a current phone number to your check or payment stub to facilitate communica-
tion regarding payment issues! 

Tax bills/receipts are available online!   On the Town of Cambria website, www.townofcambria.gov, under the Tax 
Collector tab, the link http://egov.basny.com/cambria will give you information on your taxes that you can view 
or print out from your own computer!  If you wish to have your tax receipt emailed to you, please send an email to 
dlittere@townofcambria.com  indicating your request, and we will email future receipts to you. 

It is my pleasure to serve the Town of Cambria residents as your Tax Collector!  

MATTHEW COOPER, BUILDING INSPECTOR:  The new year has brought some changes to the depart-
ment. All the updated New York State building codes have come out. Please bear with me as I become more fa-
miliar with these changes. As it stands at the time of writing this, the initiative for NY to become all electric has 
been put on hold. If your project requires a permit and you plan to do the work yourself, you must fill out the Cer-
tificate of Attestation of Exemption (CE-200) on businessexpress.ny.gov. A link to the form explaining this can be 
found on our department website. The Town now has its own GIS website to offer residents some helpful infor-
mation. It shows road jurisdictions, responding fire departments, zoning, and parcel information. You can find 
the link on the Home page of the TownofCambria.Gov website.  Our department continues to strive to ensure our 
Town is a safe and appealing place to live. To accomplish this, we need the efforts of all residents to maintain 
their property per the Town’s Property Maintenance Local Law and the New York State Property Maintenance 
Code. Properties should have regularly maintained lawns and be kept clear of debris. I routinely patrol our Town 
noting violations and notifying property owners of existing violations, requesting they correct the matter prompt-
ly. As always, this is a good time to check your carbon monoxide/smoke detectors to ensure they are in proper 
working order. I look forward to assisting you with your spring and summer projects and hope you have a produc-
tive home improvement season! 

Residents of Cambria, please take note that the New York State Vehicle and Traffic  
and Highway Laws prohibit the cross-plowing of snow, i.e., pushing, plowing or snow blowing 

snow from driveways and/or property onto a public highway, road,  
street or shoulder, as doing so creates a potential hazard.   

Repeated violations of the above may subject residents to traffic tickets and fines.   
Thank you for your cooperation.  

http://www.townofcambria.com
http://egov.basny.com/cambria
mailto:dlittere@townofcambria.com


REFUSE INFORMATION:  Garbage day is Thursday (unless the following holi-
days occur during the week: New Years Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, 
Labor Day, Thanksgiving and Christmas Day). Pick-up will be on Friday those 
weeks.  Recycling Day is every other Thursday. See the Town of Cambria Collec-
tion calendar on the town’s website for the recycling day in your neighborhood. 
Too much garbage for your tote? We have options: Purchase 5 sticker tags for 
$25.00 (cash only) this will allow you to put 5 extra bags at the curb.  Bags tagged 
for collection cannot exceed 30 gallons in size or 40 pounds in weight. Request an 
additional garbage tote: $85.00 one-time fee plus an additional $30.00 annually. 

Damaged Tote? If your garbage or recycling tote is damaged, please reach out to us at 
716-433-7664 x114 or email us at water@townofcambria.com. We will arrange to 
have your tote either repaired or replaced. Garbage and recycling totes remain with 
the property when you sell your home. Check out our website for more refuse and 
recycling information or call us at 716-433-4664, ext. 114. 

mailto:water@townofcambria.gov


STEVEN KROENING, HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT:  As the snow begins to melt and the 
ground thaws, flooding can become an issue. It is very common for yards to have some temporary 
standing water and drainage ditches to be at their maximum capacity during the spring thaw. It is 
advisable to get outside as soon as the weather permits to ensure proper flow and functionality of the drainage 
system on your property. Sometimes the only reason for additional water is because there is an obstruction 
somewhere in a ditch or culvert. If there appears to be a bigger problem, please contact our office and we will 
look at it to see if it is part of the town’s responsibility. 

Weather permitting, we will begin brush pick up on April 13th. We can accommodate limbs up to 8” in diameter. 
Please stack limbs neatly with butt ends toward the road. Low spread-out piles are preferred over high piles. To 
ensure our machinery can efficiently pick up piles please do not stack near mailboxes, street signs & or tele-
phone poles. We will NOT take piles that have wire, rope, stakes, roots, root balls, vines, dirt, thorns, or poison 
ivy in them. We can pick up stumps and root balls with a machine at our convenience. Please make sure to notify 
us in advance. We DO NOT PICK UP BRUSH IN THE MONTHS OF JULY & AUGUST. We utilize the warm summer 
months to repair our roads. Brush pickup will resume the first week in September and will continue until the end 
of October. We no longer pick up brush on any STATE road in the town. This is due to insurance and liability 
reasons. Residents may still drop off brush at the Municipal garage. We do not pick up leaves. Mulch is available 
to all Town residents for pickup. Loading is at our convenience please make sure to notify us in advance.  

The Town is not obligated to fix or replace mailboxes. As of now, we do it as a courtesy for our residents. It says in 
New York State’s Highway Law, “when necessities of keeping the highway open conflict with the reception of 
mail, the latter must stand aside”. In other words, keeping the road clear from snow is more important than mak-
ing sure your mailbox is standing. Section 319 of New York State’s Highway law says mailboxes are technically 
considered an obstruction and are only allowed to be on the side of the road as a courtesy to the homeowner.  

Dropping off electronic recycling? Please visit the Highway Clerk’s office in the Municipal garage building to sign 
in. Electronic Recycling is on Mondays from 8:00am – 2:00pm.     

Should you have any questions or concerns, call the Highway office, 716-433-7664, Ext. 124. Enjoy the summer! 

WATER DEPARTMENT: Thank you to the residents who responded to our request to participate in the Lead 
and Copper Sampling program.  Water samples were collected and tested by Pace Laboratories on behalf of the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and results were submitted to the NYS Department of Health.  Participat-
ing residents were notified of the results via mail. We are pleased with the results and appreciate the residents’ 
willingness to assist us with this program.  

WATER METERS. We are continuing to make progress replacing water meters throughout the town. The 
older meters continue to accurately measure your water consumption; however, they may not be trans-
mitting the usage to us. Therefore, if your meter is older, you aren’t being charged for your water con-
sumption, only the minimal cost to have the meter in your home.  Please call us to schedule a meter in-
stall if you notice 0 (zero) consumption on your water bill. There is no cost to the homeowner for the new 
meter or installation. 

SELLING YOUR HOME?  Please contact us prior to the closing date so we may schedule a compliance inspec-
tion (716-433-7664 x 114). The Town of Cambria Water District Rules and Regulations states that all water ser-
vice must be equipped with a double check valve. Failure to schedule the compliance inspection may delay your 
closing date. Effective February 13, 2025, the Town of Cambria will charge a $300.00 (surcharge) when the an-
nual tax roll is made for anyone that has a past due water bill over $100.00. Payments can be made at the Town 
Clerks office Monday – Friday 8:00 am – 4:00 pm, by mailing them to the town hall or use the drop box for after-
hours payments. Credit card payments can only be accepted in person. All payments must be received and date 
stamped by close of business (4:00pm) on the due date. Any payments received after will be incur the late fee. 



COMMUNITY ROOM RENTALS: The Town of Cambria Community Room is available for Town resident’s to 
rent: please note the room is for non-profit use only. Please contact the Town Clerk’s office for available dates. 
The cost is $100.00 per date, residents only can apply, payment and application must be received within 2 
weeks of booking the room to keep your reservation. See the website for rules and regulations. Please note the 
Community Room is not available from mid June through mid August when the Recreation Day program takes 
place. PLEASE NOTE ANIMALS ARE NOT ALLOWED INSIDE THE COMMUNITY ROOM. 

CAMBRIA TOWN PARK: As winter draws to a close, we are preparing to begin our annual spring clean up. As 
always please keep our park clean for everyone, pick up after yourself and your dog! Remember all pets must be 
kept on a leash to keep everyone safe (NYS Ag & Markets Law Chapter 69, Article 7 Section 118). The Town Park 
has (5) shelters and (1) gazebo available to rent (reservations are required) from May through October. There is a 
non-refundable rental fee.  Residents and non-residents of the Town may reserve shelters, fees for non-residents 
are slightly higher. Please contact the Town Clerk’s office 716-433-7664 Ext.110/127 for reservations. Interested in 
renting our sports diamonds or fields? Contact Pat McCoy (716-471-4395) for availability and rates.  

New for 2026! The town is proud to launch the Hometown Hero Banner Program to honor our local veterans and 
active-duty service members. See details on the town’s website.  

CORRINE DINIERI, RECREATION DIRECTOR:  Wow 2026 already, year number three! Time has flown by 
with so many fun activities and programs. We have a lot planned for this upcoming year and I couldn’t be more 
excited. We recently hosted our first LEGO Night and it was such a success that we quickly added another date. 
Upcoming Programs and Events: All participants must be age 5+ & able to use the restroom independently. 
LEGO Night: March 20th To sign up, text Corrine at 716-461-8769. Spots are limited.  
Spring Break Day Camp: March 30th, 31st, April 1st and 2nd Program runs 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM and is run like Sum-
mer Recreation.  
Movie Nights (Weather Permitting): Outdoor inflatable screen near the Community Room on July 14th & July 28th. 
Annual Halloween Event: October 4th at the Town Park.  
Veterans Day Ceremony: November 11th Held in the parking lot and Community Room for our resident veterans. 
Christmas Event: December 12th at the Town Park. We are always working on adding additional summer activities and 
will keep you updated as they are finalized. 
Summer Recreation 2026 Registration Opens: March 3rd Registration will be held in my office. To claim a spot, 
please bring: Colored photo of child, Immunization record and Proof of residency Spots will not be claimed with-
out all required documents. Registration fee is $350.00 per child (Resident) ($450 Non-resident fee; only if availa-
ble, residents get first priority). Spots are limited and will be filled first come, first served. Registration days and 
times will be Tuesdays and Thursdays from 11:00 AM – 3:00 PM until full. The program filled on day two last year, 
so please plan accordingly. Summer Recreation Dates: July 6th – August 14th.  
Stay Connected: Facebook: Town of Cambria Recreation Department, Phone: 716-461-8769 or 
Email: cdinieri@townofcambria.com or office 716-433-7664 x129. 

TAMARA COOPER, TOWN CLERK: Did you know? According to Article 7 of the New York State Agriculture 
and Market Law, all dogs 4 months of age and older must be licensed within the town in which they reside.  
Licensing ensures that all dogs have been properly vaccinated against rabies and is necessary to protect both 
you and your neighbors.  If your dog is already licensed, you may renew your dog license on our website. If you 
need to update your dog’s rabies vaccination information you can email a copy of the certificate to us at  
townclerk@townofcambria.com. NYS  has a leash law!! Please make sure your dog(s) have a collar on with li-
cense tags or identification tags; this makes it much easier to identify your dog(s)  and contact the owner if they 
get loose. Need a NYS hunting or fishing license? Come on in!  We sell licenses Monday-Friday from 8:00 am-3:30 
pm. We accept cash, check, money order or credit card (there is a convenience fee to use credit cards).  The 
Town Clerk’s Office also handles the issuance and renewal of handicap tags; please remember to bring in your 
NYS driver’s license with your application/renewal letter and old tag. Getting married? Please call 716-433-7664 
ext. 110/127 to schedule an appointment for a marriage license. Please visit our website for full information 
about what documentation is required.  Questions? We are happy to help you any way we can, don’t hesitate to 
call or email us!  



FREE RABIES IMMUNIZATION CLINIC   
  Saturday, April 11, 2026 9am-12pm 

Town of Somerset Highway Garage 
8700 Haight Rd., Town of Somerset 

Saturday, June 6, 2026 9am-12pm 
Hyde Park Oasis/Centennial Pavillion 
911 Robbins Dr., City of Niagara Falls 

Saturday, July 11, 2026 9am-12pm 
Town of Wilson Highway Department 

3356 Wilson-Cambria Rd., Town of Wilson 

Saturday, September 12, 2026 9am-12pm 
Town of Lockport Highway Department 

6560 Dysinger Rd., Town of Lockport 

NO WALK-INS WILL BE ACCEPTED 
You must pre-register at 716-439-7490 or 

www.niagaracounty.gov/rabiesclinic  
or scan the QR code. 

 

CAMBRIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY & MUSEUM  
4153 Lower Mt. Rd., Lockport , NY 14094 

www.cambriahs.org 

All events are free and open to the public; member meeting follows the presentation. The 
presentations are held at 7pm.  The 2026 Speaker series includes: April 1 Becky Pittler, May 6 
Joyce Thompson-Hovey, June 3 June Crawford with more speakers to be announced. For more 
information check our Facebook page “Cambria Historical Society and Museum”. 

Your Local Representatives  

Legislator David E. Godfrey, 10th District  
Email: David.Godfrey@niagaracounty.gov (716)-751-9606 
Assemblyman Hon. Angelo J. Morinello, 145th District  

 Email: morinelloa@nysassembly.gov (716) -282-6062 
State Senator Hon. Robert G. Ortt, 62nd District  

 Email: Ortt@nysenate.gov (716) -434-0680 

CAMBRIA VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY  
      4631 Cambria-Wilson Road  ~ 716-434-8948 

 
Spring Meat/Ham Raffle ~ Mar 21, 2026 6PM 

Sportsman Raffle ~ April 25, 2026 2PM 
 

Check their website or Facebook page for more 
 information  about events, hall rental,  
becoming a volunteer or membership.   

PEKIN FIRE COMPANY, INC 
3024 Upper Mountain Road ~ 716-731-4777 

www.pekinfire.com 

Check their website or Facebook page for more 
 information  about events,   

becoming a volunteer or membership.   

SANBORN FIRE COMPANY 
5811 Buffalo Street ~ 716~731~4616        

www.sanbornfire.org 

BINGO - Every Friday Evening, doors open @ 6:00 PM with 
first game @ 7:50 PM. Facebook: @Sanbornfirebingo. 
Check their website or Facebook page for more infor-
mation  about events,  becoming a volunteer or member-
ship.   

Non Emergency Phone Numbers 

Niagara County Sheriff’s Office ~ 716-438-3393         
New York State Police ~ 716-434-5588 

Utilities 
National Fuel Gas ~ 1-800-44-3130 

National Grid Outages ~ 1-800-867-5222 
NYSEG Electric ~ 1-800-572-1131 

NYSEG Gas ~ 1-800-572-1111 
Dig Safely NY ~ 1-800-962-7962 

VETERAN’S INFORMATION: Did you know…. The Niagara County Veteran’s Agency 
is available to assist veterans and their families. Please contact the office directly 716- 438-
4090 or email veterans@niagaracounty.gov to see what services and discounts are availa-
ble for you and your family. Don’t forget to contact the Assessor’s Office to see if you quali-
fy for the veteran’s exemption, call 716- 433-7664 x122/135 or email dlit-
tere@townofcambria.com for more information. We humbly thank you for your service. 

https://www.niagaracounty.gov/departments/a-f/environmental_health/rabies/rabies_clinic.php
http://www.sanborgfire.org
https://www.niagaracounty.gov/departments/s-z/veterans_service_agency/index.php


GAIL REINBIRD, TOWN HISTORIAN: Born on Oct. 26, 1768 in Granville, Hampton County, 
Mass, Jarius Rose moved to Canandaigua, N.Y.  as a young man. There he learned the profes-
sion of surveying. He married Zilpa Gillett on Jan.22,1794. Together they had seven children, 3 
boys and 4 girls .They left Canandaigua in 1811traveling in an ox cart and horse drawn wagon 
along what is now Ridge Road. It took them over a week to get to Dickersonville where Zilpha 
and the children were left to stay with a Mr. Harris.  Jarius had bought around 2,000 acres of 
land for $250,000 or what was 6 square lots. The land was $4.50, and then later $5.00 an acre. 
One of these lots is where SUNY Niagara College is in Sanborn. Some of the other lots formed a 
rectangle from the corner of Routes 31 and 429 to Baer Rd, and then through Hoover's field and 
towards the Sanborn Farm museum on Route 31. Lot 41 began on Upper Mountain Rd. at the 
Tuscarora Reservation and went down Myers Hill. He surveyed much of the land.  Jarius had 3 
hired men with him, and they began clearing the way up Myers Hill  to  where the entrance of the 
college is on Route 31. They made an opening in the woods there and built a cabin in only 3 
days. He later grazed 40 head of cattle and in 1813, planted 2 acres of wheat there. Most nota-
ble is his planting of apple trees, making him the 1st person to plant a nursery in Niagara County. 
He later sold trees to other settlers for 12 cents each.  The War of 1812 came to Niagara County 
and in 1813 Jarius was taken captive by Native Americans friendly to the British at Fort Niagara. 
His horse and clothes were taken, except his shirt, pantaloons and boots. He managed to slip 
his pocketbook containing $400.00 into his boot undetected.  His captors locked arms on each 
side of him and forced him to run 5 miles to Lewiston. He was made to run faster by hits to the 
head with a tomahawk and ramrod of a gun. He was then taken to Canada where a British agent, 
Nellis, tried to “buy” him, three times. The captors collected $100.00  each time they returned 
to demand the return of Jarius, threatening to kill them if the did not.  Jarius was hidden in a gar-
ret and after 6 weeks was sent with a private escort of soldiers to Buffalo. From there he joined 
his family that had gone back to Canandaigua because of the war.  After the War of 1812 ended, 
the family returned to Cambria. Jarius sold off some of his lots and continued to develop the 
rest of his property until his death at the age of 59. He was first buried on the farm and then was 
moved to Mount View Cemetery.  To contact the Town Historian, please text at (716) 336-7455.                             

Newsletters are available online and at the 
Town Hall.  If you would like a newsletter 

mailed to you, please call the Town Clerk’s 
Office 716-433-7664 x 127/110/131 or  

email townclerk@townofcambria.com to 
be added to our mailing list. Thank you! 

            HOLIDAY-TOWN HALL CLOSED                      
                                                
   2026 
     Good Friday                                     Fri., Apr. 3 
     Memorial Day                                 Mon., May 25 
     Juneteenth                                       Fri., Jun 19 
     4th of July           Fri., July 3 
     Labor Day           Mon., Sept 7 
    Columbus Day                                Mon., Oct 12        
     Veteran’s Day                                 Wed., Nov 11 
     Thanksgiving                                   Thurs., Nov 26 
     Day after Thanksgiving               Fri., Nov. 27 
    Christmas            Fri., Dec. 25    

**During the winter season/inclement weather 
please check the website  for updates to  

closings, refuse and recycling changes and 
meeting updates** 

DID YOU KNOW... The Town of Cambria  
operates and maintains the Mount View  
Cemetery on Upper Mountain Road? For 

more information about purchasing a plot 
please call Steve Kroening (716) 433-7664 
x124 for availability, rules and regulations 

for the cemetery.  


