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Mission

Our mission is to raise the knowledge, skill, and opportunity of all the people in New 
York. Our vision is to provide leadership for a system that yields the best educated 
people in the world. 

http://www.op.nysed.gov/


P-12 
Education

Higher 
Education

The 
Professions

Adult, 
Career, and 
Continuing 
Education

Cultural 
Education

New York State Education Department
Dr. Betty Rosa – Commissioner of Education and President of University of the State of NY

New York State Board of Regents
Lester W. Young, Jr. - Chancellor

P-12 
Education

Higher 
Education

The 
Professions

Adult, 
Career, and 
Continuing 
Education

http://www.op.nysed.gov/


Office  of the Professions
56 Licensed Professions
33 State Boards & Committees
11 State Board Offices

Guided by the Regents, the professions are within New York 
State’s unified system of education – The University of the State 
of New York. This recognizes the key role education plays in both 
preparing licensed professionals and in ensuring their continuous 

development.

The State Education Department, under the Regents’ direction, 
administers professional regulation through its Office of the 
Professions, assisted by the State Boards for the Professions.

http://www.op.nysed.gov/


Deputy Commissioner

Sarah S. Benson

Assistant Commissioner

David H. Hamilton

Exec. Coordinator 

for Professional 

Practice

Licensing 

Services

Professional 

Education

Professional 

Responsibility
Professions 

Connections

Executive Secretaries to the State Boards for the Professions

11 Executive Secretaries

State Boards for the Professions

34 State Boards and Committees

http://www.op.nysed.gov/


The Professions

The Office of the Professions currently oversees 56 professions. The newest profession, 
Histotechnologist, was enacted in January 2024.
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Not all activities require a license

Measuring Vital Signs Performing ECGs Phlebotomy Services

Secretarial work such as 
assembling charts or medical 
billing

Preparing patients for 
treatment by seating patient, 
obtaining records, and 
applying protective garb

Decontaminating, scrubbing, 
packaging and sterilizing all 
dental instruments

Peer Counseling
Some Care Coordinating 
Services

Facilitate Community 
organizations

Each licensed profession has its own delegated scope of practice. An unlicensed person who completes 
appropriate training and is supervised by a Licensed Professional may be able to perform some tasks that 
are not restricted to a licensed professional. For example:

http://www.op.nysed.gov/


The State Boards and Board Offices

Advise on licensing requirements, licensing examinations, and practice 
issues.

State Board Members, participate in licensure disciplinary and/or 
restoration and moral character proceedings.

Respond to questions regarding licensure and practice in New York State. 
Oversees Continuing Education requirements and reviews.

The Board of Regents, on the recommendation of the Commissioner of Education, appoints a State Board 
for each licensed profession to advise and assist the Board of Regents and the State Education 
Department on matters of professional Regulation. 

http://www.op.nysed.gov/


Licensing Services

Receives Education, Exam, Experience, Applications for Licensure. Begins the process 
and establishes workflow for new licensees and re-registrations. Issues licenses.

Professional Corporations processes requests for P.C.s, D.P.C.s, and PLLCs, renewal 
statements, and maintain records.

Mail newly licensed documents, maintain license files and history. Can provide 
certifications and verifications of licensure. 

http://www.op.nysed.gov/


Professional Responsibility

Provides timely investigations and prosecution of professional misconduct.

Assesses applicants' moral character during the licensure process.

Professional assistance program, allows licensees who abuse alcohol or other drugs to surrender 
their licenses voluntarily and confidentially while seeking an acceptable course of treatment. Only 
available to licensees who have not harmed clients.

http://www.op.nysed.gov/


Professional Education

Comprised of two parts, the Comparative Education (CompEd) Office and the Professional 
Education Program Review office (PEPR).

The Office of Comparative Education reviews education from applicants that did not graduate 
from a pre-approved program. Typically, this will be foreign applicants; however, some professions 
have equivalency pathways which require Comparative Education review.

The Professional Education Program Review office reviews programs which lead to licensure or 
are in a licensure field within New York State. 

http://www.op.nysed.gov/
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 In December 2022, the Office of the Professions launched its new 
website: http://www.op.nysed.gov

 Users can also find an updated Certification/Verification look-up tool at 
https://www.op.nysed.gov/verification-search

 Licensees can learn more about how to renew their license online: 
https://www.op.nysed.gov/registration-renewal/online-registration-
renewal

http://www.op.nysed.gov/
http://www.op.nysed.gov/
https://www.op.nysed.gov/verification-search
https://www.op.nysed.gov/registration-renewal/online-registration-renewal
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In addition to the new website platform with new features the Office of the 
Professions is in the middle of a multi-year initiative to update our licensing 
system. The new system:

 Easy to use and accessible, modern, user interface.
 Applicants and licensees can log in to view their application status.
 Can view what has been submitted and what needs to be submitted 

including continuing education hours.
 Will be a self-service system where licensees may make requests for 

changes straight through the system.
 New payment system.
 Better data tracking for the Department.

http://www.op.nysed.gov/
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We have been working to raise the profile of licensed professions by 
engaging in and making connections with licensees, organizations, 
employers, and various stakeholders. 

 Considering additional education pathways to create flexibility in entry 
to the professions.

 Connect and work with other offices within the Department to support 
their work and integrate the professions.

 Assist in Social Media outreach to highlight our professions and the 
wonderful services they provide to New York State residents.

 Created a website which showcases our professions with information 
regarding these careers to encourage prospective future professionals.

https://www.op.nysed.gov/careers-index

http://www.op.nysed.gov/
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Prekindergarten through college and career program priorities include:
 Expanding access to CTE and Early College Learning Opportunities 

including a recommendation to increase the salary limit for BOCES aid to 
$60,000 over the next three years to encourage program expansion and 
develop a new, comprehensive early college program and funding 
formula to build on the success of existing efforts and respond to local 
and regional educational and career development priorities. 

 Support the Governor’s economic and career development priorities by 
increasing partnerships between school districts, institutions of higher 
education and businesses to provide greater access to college-level 
coursework in high school and career progression.

 The Board of Regents also support additional investments in programs 
such as the Science and Technology Entry Program (STEP), the Collegiate 
Science and Technology Entry Program (CSTEP), Liberty Partnerships 
Program (LPP).

https://www.nysed.gov/sites/default/files/2024-25-budget-and-
legislative-priorities-trifold-brochure.pdf

http://www.op.nysed.gov/
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New York State Education Department has long promoted Diversity, Equity, 
and Inclusion in New York Schools. This has been carried over into our 
efforts within the Office of the Professions. 
 Increase awareness of the Professions and educational pathways to 

licensure.
 Work with professional organizations to increase diversity in licensee.
 Work with Higher Education institutions to increase faculty diversity 

within programs leading to licensure. This is also a goal of many 
programmatic accreditors.

http://www.op.nysed.gov/


Contact 
Information

Interested in becoming a board 

member? We are seeking membership 

on a few boards.

Learn more at:

https://www.op.nysed.gov/boards/calls-

board-nominations

Know of opportunities to connect or 

outreach:

Email: Paths2Profs@nysed.gov

http://www.op.nysed.gov/
https://www.op.nysed.gov/boards/calls-board-nominations
mailto:Paths2Profs@nysed.gov

