
Speak Life! 2022 Health Equity Conference: Revive 

Award Nomination Form 

Common Ground Health is set to host its annual Speak Life! Health Equity 
Conference. With goals to unite, teach, reach, and motivate community members to 
take action toward healing and moving forward in hope, our theme this year is 
REVIVE! During the event, two individuals who have improved health outcomes in 
the 9-county Finger Lakes region (Chemung, Livingston, Monroe, Ontario, Seneca, 
Schuyler, Steuben, Wayne, Yates counties) will be honored for the impact of their 
work in healthcare. Please submit nominations for the awards listed below. The 
subcommittee will select awardees based on the content included in the submission. 

Person being nominated 
Nominee’s Last name: __________________________     First name: ________________________ 

Title: (optional) 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Organization: (optional) 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address:   _________________________________ City: ____________________________ 

State: _________________________________  Zip code: _________________________________ 

Primary phone :  ____________________  Alternative phone number:  _______________________ 

Email address:  ____________________________________________________________________  

Person completing nomination 
Name: 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Title: (optional) 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Organization: (optional) 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________State: ___________________________________ 

Primary phone :  _________________________ Email address:  _____________________________  

Nomination forms must be received by 4/8/2022 

Please email the completed form to healthcoalitions@commongroundhealth.org 
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Please check ONLY one Award Nomination Category per person! 
□ Category 1: Rev. Dr. Weldon Thomas Faith and Medicine Award 
(Feel free to add a letter of support with your submission)

This award honors Rev. Dr. Weldon G. Thomas, who was pastor of New Bethel 
Christian Methodist Episcopal Church in Rochester from 2005 to 2019. Rev. 
Thomas was a convener of the Rochester Faith Collaborative, a faith-based 
HIV/AIDS prevention health initiative, and a member of the Ecumenical 
Committee of the National Black Leadership Commission on AIDS in 
Rochester. He helped plan and facilitate many health conferences, including 
the Faith and Medicine Conference, which became the Speak Life!Health 
Equity Conference. He helped found the Interdenominational Health Ministry 
Coalition and championed his church’s health ministry.

Eligibility: the African American and Latino Health Coalitions give this award 
to an individual who has affected the health of racial and ethnic minorities in 
the 9-county Finger Lakes region served. The recipient believes that health is 
impacted by spirituality and faith, and vice versa, and actively works in our 
community to impact both. 

Nominee's Health and Faith 
Credentials 

a) How has the nominee impacted the health of racial and ethnic minorities
in our community? Describe why this person should get this award:

b) Please describe how this individual combines faith with health knowledge
to affect change, and describe the primary community(ies) impacted:
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□ Category 2: Dr. Constantino Fernandez Community Leadership 
And Advocacy Award
(Feel free to add a letter of support with your submission)

Dr. Constantino "Tino" Fernandez was a Clinical Associate Professor of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology. Dr. Fernandez practiced primary OB/GYN care 
with a special emphasis and interest in Latina women's health. He was born in 
Nicaragua and was selected by the Nicaraguan government to participate in a 
John Hopkins Scholar Program for International Education and Training in 
Reproductive Health. Dr. Fernandez was very involved in advocacy and 
leadership to address health disparities among Latinos in the Rochester area, 
participating in organizations locally, nationally, and in his native Nicaragua to 
help achieve equality in health services and outcomes for Latinos. 

Eligibility: This award is given to an individual (regardless of their 
profession) who has demonstrated an exemplary level of leadership, 
advocacy, and community engagement to positively impact the health of 
racial and ethnic minorities in the 9-county Finger Lakes region served by the 
African American and Latino Health Coalitions.

a) How has the nominee impacted the health of racial and ethnic minorities in 
their community through their leadership and advocacy? Please describe the 
reasons why this person should get this award: 

b) Please describe the nominee's significant accomplishments and relevant 
contribution to affect the health of racial and ethnic minorities in their 
community due to their advocacy and leadership:
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