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Domestic violent extremism is an ongoing national security
concern that undermines trust in government institutions and
divides our society, our organizations, and even our families.

In collaboration with DoD’s Counter-Insider Threat Program
and the National Insider Threat Task Force, The Threat Lab
created this graphic novel to raise awareness of the harm that
domestic violent extremism may cause and offer strategies to
interrupt pathways to violent behavior.
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HEY BLAKE, MIND C SURE THING, CHIEF!

OROPPING BY MY B8E RIGHT THERE.
OFFICE?

HANKS FOR ING | \' BLAKE, I'M SORRY, 8UT WORD CAME DOWN
ggAég Isvgoeoﬁ‘osMo’;\‘/\GE gAD \ . FROM ABOVE THAT WE'RE MOVING SOME
PRODUCTION TO MEXICO. WE HAVE TO CuT

NEWS TO SHARE. d EXPENSES... AND LET PEOPLE €O. |i

WHAT'S up? NO
MORE O\IEQT[N\E:’

THE MARKET’'S BEEN BAD THIS YEAR, ™\ I'VE BEEN WORKING MY
AND WE DON'T THINK IT'LL GET BETTER. BUTT OFF HERE. OROP ME
IT WAS A TOUGH DECISION, BUT WE HAVE | OOWN TO PART-TIME OR
TO DOWNSIZE THIS FACTORY. WE ARE  / SOMETHING. ANYTHING!
GOING TO HAVE TO LET YOU &0. “ |

NO! PLEASE! LISTEN, I
NEED THIS JO8. I OON'T
TAKE SICK LEAVE, I'M
ALWAYS ON TIME, AND
T'VE WORKED HARD!

DEBRIEF SECTION

GRIEVANCES PLAY A 8I& ROLE IN THE SPREAD OF EXTREMISM. THERE ARE
MANY SOURCES OF GRIEVANCES, INCLUDING A JOB LOSS, A MISSED
PROMOTION, RELATIONSHIP OR FAMILY PROBLEMS, LIGLY POLITICAL
DISCOURSE, AND PERCEIVED LINFAIRNESS. A PERSON WITH GRIEVANCES
MAY FEEL STRONGLY THAT THEY HAVE BEEN BETRAYED OR HAVE BEEN
DENIED WHAT THEY DESERVE.




BEST WE CAN OFFER IS 2
WEEKS’ PAY. AGAIN, I'M REALLY WHY IS THIS HAPPENING? T

\ SORRY. IT WASN'T MY DECISION. THOUGHT THIS COMPANY
g SUPPORTED VETERANS!

OVERSEAS
COMPETITION IS TOUGH
FOR ALL OF US.

YOU SAID ‘US’ 8UT MORE LIKE
TOUBGH LUCK FOR JUST ME,
HUH? SO MUCH FOR BEING

PART OF A TEAM.

]
I HEARD YOU LOUD AND

CLEAR, CHIEF. FOREIGNERS
ARE MORE IMPORTANT

THAN VETERANS.
W,
|
| e

=

DEBRIEF SECTION

OUR SOCIETY--GOVERNMENT, BUSINESSES, FAMILY, FRIENDS--
MAKES A LOT OF PROMISES BUT DOESN’'T ALWAYS DELIVER:

WORK HARD AND YOU WILL SUCCEED.
GET AN EDUCATION AND YOU CAN FIND A JO8.

&0 ABOVE AND BEYOND AND YOUR HARD WORK WILL BE RECOGNIZED.
WHEN PEOPLE DO ALL THE RIGHT THINGS BUT STILL FALL SHORT, THEY MAY
LOSE FAITH. WHEN THEY SEE OTHER PEOPLE GETTING AHEAD OR
SUCCEEDING WHILE THEY STRUGGLE, THEY MAY THINK IT'S LINFAIR--THAT THE

WORLD 1S STACKED AGAINST THEM. BROKEN PROMISES, REAL OR PERCEIVED,
CAN LEAVE PEOPLE RECEPTIVE TO EXTREMIST IDEOLOGIES.




LATER THAT NIGHT.

I CAN'T BELIEVE’THAT
Ygﬁ#gEEIIESED l/‘[\{\g T?{SQE e NAH, MAN. THAT'S MESSED UP.
YEARS--DOWN THE I 8ET YOUR SUPERVISOR KEPT
=\ DORAIN, T STILL HAVEN'T HER OB BECAUSE SHE AND
TOLD MY FAMILY. HER BOSS ARE ON 600D
TERMS, IF YOU KNOW WHAT T
MEAN. YOU SHOULD HAVE

SHOWED HER WHO'S eo

SOMEONE WHO HATES
AMERICA, THAT'S WHO.

= YEAH, 6000 OLD DAYS
A ARE GONE. A MAN

CAN'T PROVIDE FOR HIS
FAMILY ANYMORE.

GONE. EVEN AFTER SERVING ) NOT--HEY! YOU

MY COLINTRY. T OID MY PART, STOLE MY KILL. )
MAN, AND LOOK WHAT IT \
GOT ME--2 WEEKS' PAY. \ o\ X TOO SLOW, 8RO.

d
WHATEVER, THE MILITARY CARED, 8UT MAN WE COULON'T
SAY ANYTHING TO THOSE SNOWFLAKES. THE PC POLICE
WERE EVERYWHERE. ALL THAT DIVERSITY STUFF MEANT
I 8ET YOU NEVER WE KEPT GETTING WAY UNDERQUALIFIED PEOPLE. YOU
HAD TO DEAL WITH COULON'T SAY ANYTHING WITHOUT GETTING CALLED A
THIS IN THE MILITARY. 1 RACIST OR A SEXIST OR A WHATEVER.

DEBRIEF SECTION

MANY PEOPLE WORK THROUIGH GRIEVANCES AND DON'T LET THEM DOMINATE
THEIR LIVES. OTHERS NURSE THEIR GRIEVANCES AND COLLECT NEW ONES
WITHOUT RESOLVING THE OLD ONES. THESE LUNRESOLVED GRIEVANCES CAN
MAKE A PERSON MORE RECEPTIVE TO EXTREMIST CONTENT. 8Y OFFERING
SIMPLE EXPLANATIONS FOR A PERSON’S SUFFERING, MANY CONSPIRACY
THEORIES BECOME POWERFUL LURES.




HOLDO ON. SENDING
NO DOUBT. IT'S CORRUPT ALL YOU A MESSAGE.
THE WAY UP AND DOWN.

WHAT?
THE MILITARY?

YEAH, MILITARY,
GOVERNMENT, EVERYTHING.
IT 6OES WAY DEEP.

WHAT'S THAT? NOT [
TRYING TO SELL ME SURE, I'LL WATCH IT
SOMETHING, ARE YOU? | LATER. NEXT GAME?

JUST WATCH IT. IT GOES
INTO SOME REALLY DEEP
STUFF. IT'S REALLY SCARY.
REALLY MAKES YOU THINK.

DEBRIEF SECTION

TODAY, THERE ARE MANY WAYS TO SHARE GRIEVANCES. SOCIAL MEDIA,
GAMING PLATFORMS, MESSAGING APPS, AND IMAGEBOARDS ARE
SOME OF THE MOST COMMON WAYS TO SHARE INFORMATION. THESE
PLATFORMS ALLOW LUNPRECEDENTED ACCESS TO PEOPLE AND TO
INFORMATION, MOST OF IT HARMLESS.

SOME CONTENT, HOWEVER, IS CONCERNING, AND THE MIX OF
GRIEVANCES AND THE EASE OF SHARING MAY PROVIDE AN ON-RAMP TO
SOME EXTREMIST IDEOLOGIES.




1S KEEPING US DOWN. THEY KEEP PUSHING THIS
GLOBALIST AGENDA, KEEPING THE HONEST WORKING
MAN DOWN. THEY POLICE WHAT WE SAY AND THINK 8UT
TURN THEIR BACK ON US WHEN WE LOSE OUR J0O8S.."

“ILLEGAL ALIENS TAKING OUR JOBS, VIOLENT CRIME, SWHO BENEFITS FROM WAR AND TERLRORISM?

RUNAWAY CORPORATE LOBBYISTS WITH POLITICIANS

WRAPPED AROLIND THEIR FINGER, MILITARY LEADERS DB R RO A T o U

WHO ONLY CARE ABOUT FIGHTING LUSELESS WARS. e i ANl AL A

WE'RE NOT FIGHTING TERRORISM, WE'RE MAKING IT. e N N e S ey

IT'5 LIKE A GAME. THE MORE PEOPLE WE HURT, THE

S B AN, THE N ORE PEORLE VE Jiuet, Tt ON THE MILITARY WHO EIVES IT TO CORPORATIONS.
[ CALL THEM TERRORISTS. AND IT JUST KEEPS GOING, < [l £ BUT HERE'S THE 00D NEWS: WE DON'T HAVE TO
L — BE SCARED! WE HAVE THE POWER TO TAKE BACK

ON AND ON AND ON. LIKE A MACHINE!” OLIR COLNTRY! WE HAVE TO ACT NOW!”

Swgr

10:00 PM RECOMME?ED VIDEOS 11:17 PM RECOMME.\gED VIDEOS

DEBRIEF SECTION

INCREASINGLY, WHAT WE SEE ONLINE [S DICTATED 8Y WHAT KEEPS OLR
ATTENTION AND KEEPS US CLICKING RATHER THAN WHAT WE SEARCHED

FOR IN THE FIRST PLACE. SOCIAL MEDIA PLATFORMS USE ALEGORITHMS TO

PRIORITIZE CONTENT. THIS IS INTENTIONAL. PLATFORMS CALCULATE WHAT

KEEPS OUR ATTENTION, AND THEN FLOOD OUR FEEDS WITH MORE OF THE
SAME TO ENCOURAGE USER ENGAGEMENT ON THEIR APPS.




° JOINED THE MILITARY TO PROTECT AND SERVE MY
COLINTRY AND CHANGE THE WORLD, BUIT T GOT FED
A BUNCH OF LIES. T SERVED IN TRAQ SO THAT AN
ELITE CABAL OF JEWISH BANKERS COLLO GET RICH.
THE ENDLESS WARS? ALL A LIE. WHEN I GOT 8ACK
AND TRIED TO WARN PEOPLE, THEY CAME FOR ME
BECAUSE THEY DIDN'T WANT ME TO TELL THE TRUTH.
T WAS TREATED LIKE A CRIMINAL. COLILON'T FIND A
J08, COULON'T GET BACK INTO THE MILITARY, HAD )
MY KIDS TAKEN AWAY Y THE STATE. 1T'S HORRIBLE. L N0 et SCARED OF
WE'RE TREATED LIKE YESTERDAY'S SARBAGE AND 4 ; :
e K OTERDAY & CARS A BACK OLIR COLINTRY. SAY NO TO
| E THIS TYRANNY! LIKE AND SHARE
THIS VIDEO IF YOU ARE A TRUE
PATRIOT. SPREAD THE WORD!"

pp— ‘lln=ns

"AND THE MILITARY! THAT'S WHO 1S
PROPPING IT ALL UP. WITHOUT THEM...”

“THE REPUBLIC HAS BEEN STOLEN FROM
THE PEOPLE. OUR DEMOCRACY 1S DEAD
AND HAS B8EEN FOR A WHILE, 8UT NO ONE
SEEMS TO REALIZE IT YET. LIFE IS NOT AT
ALL WHAT IT ONCE WAS. IN FACT, IT'S
GOING TO HELL FOR REAL AMERICANS.”

DEBRIEF SECTION

OFTEN, WE CHOOSE TO CONSUME CONTENT THAT WE AGREE WITH, AND WHAT
OFTEN KEEPS OUR ATTENTION IS CONTENT THAT SPARKS A STRONG EMOTIONAL
REACTION LIKE OUTRAGE AND ANGER. FLOODING OUR FEED WITH MORE AND
MORE OF THE SAME CONTENT--OFTEN ONE-SIDED CONTENT--CAN CREATE A
PERSONALIZED REALITY THAT MAY ULTIMATELY MAKE EXTREMIST IDEOLOGY SEEM
ACCEPTABLE. WE CAN 6O DOWN A RABBIT HOLE OF EXTREMIST CONTENT
WITHOUT EVER ACTIVELY CHOOSING TO VIEW IT OR KNOWING HOW WE 6OT THERE.




A MONTH LATER..,

“.. THIS WHOLE CORRUPT POLITICAL SYSTEM
WOULDO COME CRUMBLING DOWN. NO MORE
WELFARE STATE, NO MORE AFFIRMATIVE
ACTION, NO MORE IMMIGRANTS REPLACING
REAL AMERICANS. LIKE THIS VIDEO AND
SHARE THE WORD. GROW THE MOVEMENT!”

OF COURSE THEY'RE ANGRY!
THE WHOLE SYSTEM 1S
CORRUPT, WHY WOUILON'T THEY
BE ANGRY? WHY AREN'T YOU
50, KASEY, WHAT ANERY? THE GOVERNMENT IS
DO YOU THINK? KILLING PEOPLE, AND THEY'RE

I..UM. I DON'T KNOW. GETTING AWAY WITH IT/
THEY ALL SEEM
WELL THEY'RE SAYING SOME
STUFF I AGREE WITH, 8UT.. T
OUNNO. THESE 6UYS DON'T SEEM
RIGHT. THEY'RE TRYING TO MAKE
EVERYTHING TOO SIMPLE.

IT IS SIMPLE. THEY WANT YOU TO THINK
IT'S COMPLICATED 8UT IT'S NOT. THERE'S
600D 6UYS AND BAD 6UYS. THE 600D
GUYS IUST NEED TO BAND TOGETHER
AND TAKE OUT THE POLITICIANS, THE
CORPORATIONS, AND THE MILITARY.

.BLAKE, YOU SERVED
IN THE MILITARY.

DEBRIEF SECTION

EVENTS IN THE NEWS OFTEN HAVE COMPLEX EXPLANATIONS THAT CAN TAKE TIME TO LUNDERSTAND,
CONSPIRACY THEORIES AND EXTREMIST RHETORIC TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS 8Y OFFERING A SIMPLE
EXPLANATION FOR COMPLEX EVENTS.

EXTREMIST RHETORIC ALSO PLAYS OFF STRONGLY HELD BELIEFS--KILLING IS BAD, CRIME IS BAD,
BULLIES ARE BAD. WHEN THESE BAD THINGS HAPPEN, EXTREMISTS BLAME SOMEONE FOR CAUSING
THEM. IN REALITY, THESE EVENTS LUSUALLY HAVE THEIR ROOTS IN A WIDE RANGE OF COMPLEX
ISSUES. BAD THINGS MAY HAPPEN FOR A VARIETY OF EXPLAINABLE BUT DIFFICULT TO UNDERSTAND
REASONS THAT ARE NOT IMMEDIATELY O8VIOUS. OFTEN, HONEST EXPLANATIONS MAY REQUIRE
ACKNOWLEDGING INCONVENIENT FACTS THAT CAN MAKE US FEEL UNCOMFORTABLE.




YOU'RE SCARING ME, BLAKE.
THE WORLD 1S NOT 8LACK
AND WHITE. THERE ARE
OTHER WAYS TO CHANGE THE
WORLD ASIDE FROM DYING.

I'M DIFFERENT. EVERYONE KNOWS THINGS
ARE BAD, BUT THEY ARE JUST AFRAID TO DO
ANYTHING. AND THE MILITARY IS NO
DIFFERENT--THE RANK AND FILE JUST
FOLLOW ORDERS. THEY'LL DO ANYTHING IF
THEY'RE ORDERED TO DO IT. NOT ME, T'LL
DEFEND THE CONSTITUTION! OR DIE TRYING.

DEBRIEF SECTION

EXTREMISM SINGLES OUT ONE OR MORE 6ROUPS AS THE CAUSE FOR ALL OF
SOCIETY’'S PROBLEMS. THIS BLAME CAN DISRUPT BONDS OF TRUST BETWEEN
DIFFERENT 6ROUPS WITHIN SOCIETY THAT WERE BUILT OVER YEARS OF EFFORT. IT
CAN ALSO QUICKLY FRAY BONDS AMONEG COMMUNITIES, FRIENDS, AND FAMILY.

JUST.. PROMISE ME YOU
WON'T WATCH ANY MORE
OF THIS STUFF, OKAY? OR
AT LEAST TAKE A BREAK
EVERY ONCE IN A WHILE.

I'M TIRED OF BEING TOLD
I NEEO TO APOLOGIZE
FOR WHO I AM. T DION'T
GROW UP RICH. T DION'T
HAVE ANYTHING HANDEO

TO ME. I'M NOT

“PRIVILEGED.” T EARNED
EVERYTHING I'VE 6OT/

AND PLEASE CALL MOM
AND DAD. THEY HAVEN'T
HEARD FROM YOU IN
MONTHS. THEY'RE
WORRIED ABOUT YOU.

DEBRIEF SECTION

EXTREMIST RHETORIC 1S DANGEROUS BECAUSE IT MANIPULATES EMOTIONS, OFFERS
SIMPLE 8UT DECEPTIVE EXPLANATIONS, AND OFFERS A SIMPLE SOLUTION
UNCONNECTED TO THE REAL CAUSES OF AN ISSUE. IT'S EASY TO UNDERSTAND
WHY SOCIAL MEDIA ALEORITHMS RECOMMEND THIS CONTENT, IT TELLS A
HIGHLY-CHARGED, EMOTIONALLY COMPELLING STORY THAT CAPTURES OLIR ATTENTION,




*..THE MILITAR
OF CORRUPT POLITICIANS,
- THE GLOBAL ELDERS OF
\v, ZION, AND 8ANKERS. IT
D~ Z_ NEEDS TO 8E CLEANSED..”

.. OTHERWISE IT WILL 8E USED TO
BRING ABOUT THE END OF AMERICA AS
WE KNOW IT, THEY'LL TAKE AWAY THE
GUNS, AND THEN THEY’'LL START THEIR
POPULATION CONTROL AGENDA., IT'LL
START WITH AN EXCUSE--RIOTING OR
LUNREST--THEN THEY'LL DEPLOY THE
NATIONAL GUARD...”

Humblepatriot1352: hey, | saw you on the “Why
Die for a Lie?” video. Is this the right place to join
the movement?

1488fan: if you clicked the link, then yes dumb$#@

RAHOWA_BOA: no feds allowed, lol

Humblepatriot1352: I'm tired of all the
bull*&*# that people seem to believe. | served

in the military and can’t believe how awful
things are and how powerless | feel about it. |
want to find people who feel the way | do. | want
something REAL to FIGHT for.

RAHOWA_BOA: another angry vet - you’re in

theright place

Truth_hurts_14: nice name for a fed

Humblepatriot1352: | hope so. I’'m looking to
make a difference - | took one useless oath and |
don’t want to take another unless it ACTUALLY
matters.

Mid_April_dream4201889: lay off

Mid_April_dream4201889: humble, tell us why

s Mid_April_dream4201889: whoa calm down
you’re here

Mid_April_dream4201889: anyone can type
tough

Mid_April_dream4201889: send proof

Humblepatriot1352: here, best photo |

could find Humblepatriot1352: hey

Mid_April_dream4201889: nice

Mid_April_dream4201889:welcome to the
Mid_April_dream4201889: you look the boogaloo!
part butif you’re really serious, you’ll join
our encrypted chat. But ONLY if you mean it RAHOWA_BOA: some rules though - no more
personal photos, no more social media posts.
Mid_April_dream4201889: I'll send you a We don’t want to attract attention
link to an encrypted chat room. DON’T SHARE
IT WITH ANYONE or you’re DEAD, understand?

Humblepatriot1352: yeah | understand

Mid_April_dream4201889: sentyou a Link

Humblepatriot1352: here, best photo |
could find

Mid_April_dream4201889: nice

Mid_April_dream4201889: you look the
part but if you’re really serious, you’ll join

DEBRIEF SECTION

EXTREMIST GROLIPS ACTIVELY RECRUIT VETERANS TO FURTHER THEIR AGENDAS.
VETERANS ARE A TARGET FOR SEVERAL REASONS:

VETERANS BRINEG SPECIFIC SKILL SETS AND EXPERIENCES THAT CAN HELP ADVANCE THE
EXTREMIST AGENDA--LEADERSHIP, ORGANIZATIONAL SKILLS, AND WEAPONS TRAINING.

THE U.S. MILITARY 1S STILL ONE OF THE MOST TRUSTED INSTITUTIONS IN THE NATION.
HAVING MEMBERS OF THAT TRUSTED INSTITUTION IN THEIR RANKS BRINGS LEGITIMACY TO
THE GROUP AND HELPS WITH FURTHER RECRUITMENT.




1488fan: Oh HELL this IS IT the FEDS are TAKING
OVER. First they send in the Nat Guard, then the
drones to watch US CITIES and then OUR GUNS.
Then it’ll be too late. We need to stop them now!

Truth_hurts_14: we can’t sit back and let them take
control. we have to do something

Mid_April_dream4201889: we need something now
— gotta hit them first before they lock down the
internet, the radio and TV

Humblepatriot1352: | got an idea - when | was in
the service, every year the Guard would host a
recruiting event. It was during the Fall festival. Lots

of military folks would attend. It’s nearby in
Washington Park. should be a few hundred there at
once. Festival is in 3 days.

Mid_April_dream4201889: you're a lifesaver
humble, send us the coordinates and I’ll pass the
word along - 2 days from now. Don’t tell anyone
you’re coming, and bring the heat.

Humblepatriot1352: hell yeah, I've been
collecting guns just for this moment - and don’t
worry, I'll keep quiet - no one will know I’'m gone

DEBRIEF SECTION

EXTREMISM OFTEN FUELS AND REINFORCES ITSELF, ESPECIALLY ONLINE. WITH ALEGORITHMS PUSHING
THE SAME CONTENT AND GROUPS PROMOTING ONLY INTRA-GROUP COMMUNICATIONS AND
ENGAGEMENT, MANY PEOPLE WHO FALL VICTIM TO EXTREMISM END LUP SOCIALLY ISOLATED.

OFTEN, EXTREMIST SYMPATHIZERS DEMONSTRATE PROFOLIND BEHAVIOR CHANGES IN A SHORT PERIOD
OF TIME. THEY LOSE OR LIMIT CONTACT WITH FRIENDS AND FAMILY. AS THEY BECOME MORE
RADICALIZED, THEY BECOME MORE ISOLATED AND THUS HAVE FEWER OFF-RAMPS FROM EXTREMISM.

EXTREMISM ALSO BLINDS PEOPLE TO ALTERNATIVE SOLUTIONS. ANGER FEELS GOOD AND RIGHTEOUS
ANGER BRINGS A FEELING OF SUPERIORITY. THERE ARE USUALLY MULTIPLE WAYS TO ADDRESS THE
PROBLEM AT THE ROOT OF A GRIEVANCE. EXTREMISM SELECTIVELY DISMISSES ALL 8UT THE MOST
RADICAL SOLUTIONS, THUS NARROWING A PERSON’S CHOICES TO ONLY ONE OPTION--VIOLENCE.




HEY, BLAKE! HAVEN'T
SEEN YOU IN A WHILE.

|| HAT ARE YOU
DOING HERE?

I'VE.. I'VE 60T SOMETHING
IMPORTANT I NEED TO DO.

NOTHING. JUST
OROP DINNER
OFF AND GET OUT

OF HERE.

NO! STOP! T'M NOT
GOING ANYWHERE. WHY
1S YOUR GLIN ON THE
TABLEP WHAT ARE YOU
PACKING FOR?
NO! YOU'VE BEEN
’ DODEGING CALLS
AND IGNORING ME FOR
A LONG TIME. YOU'RE
WATCHING AWFLIL
VIDEOS AND TALKING
A\ _ 11/ LIKE YOU'RE SOME
I'M OUST ’ KIND OF MARTYR.
CLEANING IT. WHAT'S 6OING
GET.. ON WITH YOu?

DEBRIEF SECTION

EXTREMISM IS COMPLICATED, THERE'S NO ONE ROUTE OR PATHWAY TO
EXTREMISM AND VIOLENCE. WHAT MAY PLISH ONE PERSON TOWARD VIOLENCE
MAY HAVE NO EFFECT ON ANOTHER PERSON. THE TIMEFRAME OF
RADICALIZATION DIFFERS AS WELL., SOME PEOPLE ARE RADICALIZED TO
VIOLENCE IN A MATTER OF DAYS, WHILE OTHERS ARE FULLY IMMERSED IN
EXTREMIST RHETORIC FOR YEARS 8UT NEVER HARM ANYONE.

I CAN'T SAY. IT'S

MPORTANT. T HAVE
TO TAKE A STAND,
FOR ALL OF US.

MAYBE I CAN HELP
TALK TO ME.

11



I CAN'T SAY. BUT IT'S TO HELP MAKE ,
EVERYTHING BETTER. TO HELP I OON'T KNOW IF T CAN

0O WHAT HAS TO 8E
PROTECT YOU AND EVERYONE. OONE. T HAVE TO THOLIGH.

SOMEONE HAS TO! JUST PLEASE,
TALK WITH ME.

IF IT'S REALLY AS
IMPORTANT AS YOU S4Y,
THEN I'LL UNDERSTAND.

YOU CAN TELL ME.

/T’S BOOGALOO TIME.

DEBRIEF SECTION

THOUGHT PRECEDES ACTION. EXTREMIST RHETORIC MAY FEED INTO ACTION. EXTREMIST RHETORIC IS
SOMETIMES, 8UT NOT ALWAYS, AN INDICATOR OF SOMEONE’'S WILLINGNESS TO USE VIOLENCE. IN FACT,
SOMEONE MIGHT NOT FULLY UNDERSTAND THEY ARE REPEATING EXTREMIST TALKING POINTS, ESPECIALLY
IF THEY ARE SURROLINDED 8Y EXTREMISTS--EITHER ONLINE OR IN REAL LIFE. EXTREMIST RHETORIC MUST

BE TAKEN SERIOUSLY BECAUSE IT CAN HAVE A CORROSIVE EFFECT ON ORGANIZATIONS AND PERSONAL
RELATIONSHIPS,

GRIEVANCES PROVIDE THE OPPORTUNITY FOR PEOPLE TO TURN TO EXTREMISM, AND THE ROAD FROM
GRIEVANCE TO EXTREMISM HAS BEEN SUPERCHARGED BY ALGORITHMS AND SOCIAL MEDIA. HERE ARE
SOME TIPS TO INOCULATE YOURSELF AND OTHERS AGAINST EXTREMIST RHETORIC:

BE WARY OF “US VERSUS THEM’ MESSAGES.

BE WARY OF PEOPLE WHO DEMAND EXTREME MEASURES AND DISMISS
MODERATE ONES OUT OF HAND,

BE WARY OF MESSAGES WITH SIMPLE SOLUTIONS TO COMPLEX PROBLEMS.

BREAK OUT OF THE GRIP OF THE ALEORITHM. TALK TO OTHERS
AND GET MULTIPLE PERSPECTIVES!

READ FROM MANY DIFFERENT KINDS OF SOURCES! YOU COULD 8E
LIVING IN A g8UBBLE AND NOT KNOW IT.

THERE 1S NO ONE APPROACH TO TACKLING VIOLENT EXTREMISM--BUT KNOWING WHY AND HOW SOMEONE
MAY RADICALIZE MAY HELP DISRUPT THE PATHWAY TO VIOLENCE.
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The Threat Lab: A Brief History

The Defense Personnel and Security Research Center (PERSEREC) founded
The Threat Lab in 2018 to realize the DoD Counter-Insider Threat Program
Director’s vision to incorporate the social and behavioral sciences into the
mission space. Our team is headquartered in Seaside, California, and includes
psychologists, sociologists, policy analysts, computer scientists, and other
subject matter experts committed to workforce protection.

Our business model is simple: We work with stakeholders to transform
operational challenges into actionable research questions. We then design
and execute research projects that result in accessible, concise findings and
recommendations that we integrate into training and awareness materials for
organizations to use as is or to customize for their own purposes.

For more information or to request a briefing, please email us at
dodhra.ThreatLab@mail.mil

%8 ThteatLab

' > Integrating Research Into Practice
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